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What is a national curriculum?
 A national curriculum sets out the body of knowledge, 

skills and understanding that a society wishes to pass 
on to its children and young people.



The old National Curriculum 2000



The new National Curriculum 2014



Why did they review the national 
curriculum?
 “Our review will examine the best school systems in 

the world and give us a world-class curriculum that 
will help teachers, parents and children know what 
children should learn at what age.”

 Michael Gove 2011



How do I know what they should be 
learning?

 All objectives can be found in the handouts.



Is the new curriculum more 
challenging? 
 The new curriculum is more challenging!

 Your child may find it noticeably harder.

 For example in Year 6 they are now expected to 
understand Roman Numerals and Algebra! 



The Old Levelling System:
Level

6

5a

5b

5c

4a

4b Year 6

4c Year 5

3a Year 4

3b

3c Year 3

2a

2b Year 2

2c

1a

1b Year 1

1c

Year 1 Level 1b/a

Year 2 Level 2a-c

Year 3 Level 2a-3b

Year 4 Level 3

Year 5 Level 3b-4c

Year 6 Level 4



New Curriculum Timeline
2014-15 – Year of Transition

 Sept 2014 – New curriculum was introduced to Y1, Y3, 
Y4 and Y5. Not Year 2 or Year 6

Children at Canonbury were still assessed using the old 
system of levelling.

 End of year: Y2 and Y6 still assessed using the 2000 
curriculum levels.

 2015-16 – New Curriculum for all

 Sept 2015- New curriculum now taught to Y1-6.

All children to be assessed using the new assessment 
system.

 End of year: Y2 and Y6 to be assessed using the new 
system.



What does this mean for your child?
 Every child in each year group is taught from an age 

appropriate set of objectives.



Life without levels
 The new assessment has meant a change in 

vocabulary.

 Lots of schools have had to decide on how they will 
present assessment to parents 



What does this mean for your child?
 Every child is now assessed within a certain band that links 

to what they have been taught:

Year 1 = Band 1

Year 2 = Band 2

Year 3 = Band 3

Year 4 = Band 4

Year 5 = Band 5

Year 6 = Band 6

 If your child is working significantly below the expected 
age band, they will be assessed within a lower band.



What does this mean for your child?
 Each band is broken up into 6 stages
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beginning beginning+ working 
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secure secure+

 The end of year target is SECURE



What does this mean for your child?
 Every year the children start within the new band

 End of Y1 Target = Band 1 Secure

 End of Y2 Target = Band 2 Secure

 End of Y3 Target = Band 3 Secure

 End of Y4 Target = Band 4 Secure

 End of Y5 Target = Band 5 Secure

 End of Y6 Target = Band 6 Secure



What does this mean for your child?
 When your child starts a new year group, they start 

learning through the new objectives for the year group.

 At the start of the new year, everyone starts at BEGINNING 
(b).

 When they start in a new year group their new 
assessments will be within the new band.

 If a child ends band 4 as SECURE, they will initially start 
Year 5 at the beginning of band 5.

 Throughout the year we will be reviewing this new system.







What is S+?
 Children who are s+ are still working within their age 

band.

 However… 

…they are secure in all of the relevant objectives and they 
have mastered using and applying them in a range of 
different contexts.



What is S+?
 Children who are s+ are still working within their age 

band.

 However, they are secure in all of the relevant 
objectives and they have mastered using and applying 
them in a range of different contexts.

E.g. Problem solving using money, capacity, time etc. 

or… 

being able to write a full range of text types in any given 
context.



What is S+?
“The essential idea behind mastery (s+) is that all 
children need a deep understanding of their learning.”

National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of 
Mathematics



Are children limited to their band?

 What happens if a child reaches s+ early in the year?

 Some children may achieve ALL the objectives in 
Reading, Writing or Maths, and MASTER them in a 
range of different contexts. This may be achieved early 
in the year.

 Should this happen… the year group team and SLT 
would meet for a pupil progress review to discuss 
whether they are ready for the band above.



How will their teacher know how your 
child is doing?
 Teachers continuously assess all children throughout 

the year.

 The use a range of different methods to assess Reading, 
Writing and Mathematics.

 They will use questioning, children’s work and testing 
when appropriate.



How do I know if the assessments 
are accurate?
 We have closely followed national guidelines

 Teachers work together to make assessment 
judgements.

 Teachers also work with the Senior Leadership Team.

 Teachers have been comparing books with other 
Islington schools (Future Zone Consortium) to ensure 
that assessments are accurate.



When will my child be formally 
assessed? Early Years and Year 1

 Early Years are assessed Early Learning Goals at the 
end of Reception. 

 Year 1: Phonics Screening at the end of Y1.



When will my child be formally 
assessed?

 End of Key Stage 1: 

Children will be formally assessed in…

 Mathematics – Arithmetic and Reasoning – Tests

 Reading – Test

 English, Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling – Test

 Writing – Teacher Assessment



When will my child be formally 
assessed?
 End of Key Stage 2: 

Children will be formally assessed in…

 Mathematics – Arithmetic and Reasoning – Tests

 Reading – Test

 English, Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling – Tests

 Writing – Teacher Assessment



When will my child be formally 
assessed?

 There will be a meeting for Year 2 and Year 6 parents in 
the new year to explain the end of year assessment 
further.



How will I know how my child is doing?

 Although assessment is ongoing, you will receive an 
assessment update three times a year:

1. Autumn Parents’ Evening

2. Spring Parent’s Evening

3. End of Year Report



How will I know how my child is doing?

 Your child’s teacher will share with you their current 
autumn term assessment and the prediction for the 
end of the year assessment.

 Your child will reach this target if they make expected 
progress

 But… your child also could make accelerated progress 
and exceed it!

 Or… they could also make less than expected progress 
and not achieve it.



How is this child doing?



How is this child doing?



How is this child doing?



Thank you for coming!


