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Date: Tuesday 24th March 2020
LO: To identify author choices
Task:
Read the next chapter of the BFG- ‘The Snatch’
Focus on the section below. What words and phrases does Roald Dahl use to build a feeling of tension in you- the reader? (As though you are on the edge of your set!)
What effect do these have on the reader? E.g.
1. Roald Dahl says ‘her blood froze’, which tells me that Sophie is petrified.
 
2. Roald Dahl says there is a ‘huge hand’ but does not say whose it is. This makes me curious about who it is and makes me want to read more!
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Steppingstone activity
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Share the next chapter of the BFG with an adult or an older sibling – ‘The Snatch’.
Look at the extract. Highlight or write down words or phrases that make this chapter feel a bit scary for the reader.
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This time Sophie really did scream, but only for a second because very quickly the huge hand clamped
down over her blanket and the scream was smothered by the bedclothes.

Sophie, crouching underneath the blanket, felt strong fingers grasping hold of her, and then she was
lifted up from her bed, blanket and all, and whisked out of the window.

If you can think of anything more terrifying than that happening to you in the middle of the night, then
let's hear about it.

The awful thing was that Sophie knew exactly what was going on although she couldn't see it happening.
She knew that a Monster (or Giant) with an enormous long pale wrinkly face and dangerous eyes had
plucked her from her bed in the middle of the witching hour and was now carrying her out through the
window smothered in a blanket.
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Under the blanket, Sophie waited.
After a minute or so, she lifted a corner of the blanket and peeped out.

For the second time that night her blood froze to ice and she wanted to scream, but no sound came out.
There at the window, with the curtains pushed aside, was the enormous long pale wrinkly face of the
Giant Person, staring in. The flashing black eyes were fixed on Sophie's bed.

The next moment, a huge hand with pale fingers came snaking in through the window. This was
followed by an arm, an arm as thick as a tree-trunk, and the arm, the hand, the fingers were reaching

outacross the room towards Sophie's bed.
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This time Sophie really did scream, but only for a second because very quickly the huge hand clamped
down over her blanket and the scream was smothered by the bedclothes.

Sophie, crouching underneath the blanket, felt strong fingers grasping hold of her, and then she was
lifted up from her bed, blanket and all, and whisked out of the window.

If you can think of anything more terrifying than that happening to you in the middle of the night, then
let's hear about it.

The awful thing was that Sophie knew exactly what was going on although she couldn't see it happening.
She knew that a Monster (or Giant) with an enormous long pale wrinkly face and dangerous eyes had
plucked her from her bed in the middle of the witching hour and was now carrying her out through the
window smothered in a blanket.
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Under the blanket, Sophie waited.
After a minute or so, she lifted a corner of the blanket and peeped out.

For the second time that night her blood froze to ice and she wanted to scream, but no sound came out.
There at the window, with the curtains pushed aside, was the enormous long pale wrinkly face of the
Giant Person, staring in. The flashing black eyes were fixed on Sophie's bed.

The next moment, a huge hand with pale fingers came snaking in through the window. This was
followed by an arm, an arm as thick as a tree-trunk, and the arm, the hand, the fingers were reaching

outacross the room towards Sophie's bed.
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