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Year 5 Topic – WWII 
Lesson 11 
L.O – Describe the characteristic features of the past, including beliefs, attitudes and 
experiences of women. 
 

How did the role of Woman change in WW2? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With men called up for active service, there was a great need 

for women to undertake the jobs that the men had previously 

done. Suddenly, women became more than just homemakers 

and were given the opportunity to become patriotic heroines. 

They would contribute significantly to the war effort in a 

variety of ways.  

During the war, women were employed in a wide range of 
jobs. Some became munition factory workers (making 
weapons); others joined the armed forces (army, navy and air 
force); many worked as Land Girls; some drove buses or 
trains; some worked on the canals; they worked as nurses or 
ambulance drivers; they built ships and worked in other engineering industries; they 
worked as searchlight operators and some became air raid wardens.  
The Women’s Voluntary Service also employed women, who assisted  
with a wide range of duties. 
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Life for woman changed dramatically during WW2, and in the years following. 
Read the BBC website (link below) to find out about the new jobs that woman 
took on and why. 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Watch 

Watch the 3 videos and read the facts on the following website top learn about the 

roles of women during WW2. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zvx8jhv 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zvx8jhv
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Task 
Imagine you are a woman taking up a job during WW2. Choose one of the jobs below and 

produce a diary entry explaining your day in a new job and how you feel about it. 
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Success Criteria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


