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Lesson 2
. LO: To begin to use ‘the power of three’
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The Twi'rs by Roald Dahl http://www.stonehome.net.au/4red/TwitsHTML/index.htm .

Read chapters 17, 18 and 19: The Great Upside Down Monkey Circus, The Roly-Poly Bird to the Rescue and No
Bird Pie for Mr Twit.

Authors quite often use three descriptions to add detail. This called the power of three.
E.g. The wolf walked between the trees, through the leafy bushes and into the dark forest.

You need to use commas to separate the descriptions in the list.
Task.

Choose three details to describe about each of these:

1. The Mugglewump monkeys. [ .ay The Twits ¥ 4
~ . beard hairy -
2. The Roly-Poly Bird. %*,, K §Le
3. Mr Twit. ‘;j;;" A\
. ugly N
4. Mrs Twit. A £ The Twits Roly Poly Bird
3. The bII’dS ’é%‘:i\;% spaghetti
\_ ) P;Iu'ggle-Wump Monkeys worms < )

Success Criteria:

1. Imagine three details about your subject.

2. Begin your sentence with your subject.

3. Finish the sentence with a list of the 3 descriptive details.

4. Use commas in the lists.

Example

The garden birds came fluttering down to roost, onto the rough branches and into the sticky glue blobs of

death.

Exira challenge (optional):

Make up some exira sentences about other things that have interested you in the book.

Try to copy the author’s style.
E.0.

The fearful frump Mrs Twit went sailing up into the sky, her petticoat ballooned out like a
parachute and her voice screeched and shouted like an old hag.
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Lesson 2
LO: To write descriptions in lists of 3

The Twits by Roald Dahl http://www.stonehome.net.au/4red/TwitsHTML/index.htm .

Make sure you have shared chapters 17, 18 and 19: The Great Upside Down Monkey
Circus, The Roly-Poly Bird to the Rescue and No Bird Pie for Mr Twit.

Sometimes you can write words in lists. You can use a comma in the lists.
Task:

Make a list of three things that you can describe in each of these pictures.

Example:

Success Criteria:

Draw the picture

Look for three things in the picture.

Write each thing you saw with a comma separating them.
Join the last two things with the word and

You can draw pictures.

Bl el

Extra Challenge:

Write some more lists of three descriptions. Choose interesting things to describe from the
book.
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The Great Upside Down Monkey Circus

Now for the monkeys.

The four monkeys in the cage in the garden were all one family. They were Muggle-Wump and his wife and
their two small children.

But what on earth were Mr and Mrs Twit doing with monkeys in their garden?

Well, in the old days. they had both worked in a circus as monkey trainers. They used to teach monkeys to do
tricks and to dress up in human clothes and to smoke pipes and all the rest of that nonsense.

Today. although they were retired, Mr Twit still wanted to train monkeys. It was his dream that one day he
would own the first GREAT UPSIDE DOWN MONKEY CIRCUS in the world.

That meant that the monkeys had to do everything upside down. They had to dance upside down (on their hand
with their feet in the air). They had to play football upside down. They had to balance one on top of the other upside
down, with Muggle-Wump at the bottom and the smallest baby monkey at the very top. They even had to eat and drink

upside down and that is not an easy thing to do because the tood and water has to go up your throat instead ot down it.
In fact, it is almost impossible, but the monkeys simply had to do it otherwise they got nothing.

All this sounds pretty silly to you and me. It sounded pretty silly to the monkeys, too. They absolutely hated
having to do this upside down nonsense day after day. It made them giddy standing on their heads for hours on end.
Sometimes the two small monkey children would faint with so much blood going to their heads. But Mr Twit didn’t care
about that. He kept them practising for six hours every day and if they didn’t do as they were told, Mrs Twit would soon
come running with her beastly stick.

The Roly-Poly Bird to the Rescue

Muggle-Wump and his family longed to escape from the cage in Mr Twit’s garden and go back to the African
jungle where they came from.

They hated Mr and Mrs Twit for making their lives so miserable.

They also hated them for what they did to the birds every Tuesday and Wednesday. ‘Fly away, birds!” they used
to shout, jumping about in the cage and waving their arms. ‘Don’t sit on that Big Dead Tree! It’s just been smeared all
over with sticky glue! Go and sit somewhere else!”

But these were English birds and they couldn’t understand the weird African language the monkeys spoke. So
they took no notice and went on using The Big Dead Tree and getting caught for Mrs Twit's Bird Pie.

Then one day, a truly magnificent bird flew down out of the sky and landed on the monkey cage.
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‘Good heavens!” cried all the monkeys together. “It’s the Roly-Poly Bird! What on earth are you doing over here
in England. Roly-Poly Bird?" Like the monkeys, the Roly-Poly Bird came from Africa and he spoke the same language
as they did.

‘I"ve come for a holiday,” said the Roly-Poly Bird. ‘I like to travel.” He fluffed his marvellous coloured feathers
and looked down rather grandly at the monkevs. *For most people,” he went on, *flving away on holiday is very
expensive, but I can fly anywhere in the world for nothing.”

‘Do you know how to talk to these English birds?” Muggle-Wump asked him.
*Of course I do,” said the Roly-Poly Bird. "It’s no good going to a country and not knowing the language.”

*Then we must hurry,” said Muggle-Wump. *Today is Tuesday and over there vou can already see the revolting
Mr Twit up the ladder painting sticky glue on all the branches of The Big Dead Tree. This evening when the birds come
in to roost, you must warn them not to perch on that tree or they will be made into Bird Pie.”

That evening. the Roly-Poly Bird flew round and round The Big Dead Tree singing out.

“There's sticky stack stuff all over the tree!

If vou land in the branches, you'll never get free!
So fly away! Fly away! Stay up high!

Or vou'll fnish up tomerrow in a hot Burd Pie!”

No Bird Pie for Mr Twit

The next morning when Mr Twit came out with his huge basket to snatch all the birds from The Big Dead Tree,
there wasn't a single one on it. They were all sitting on top of the monkey cage. The Roly-Poly Bird was there as well, and
Muggle-Wump and his family were inside the cage and the whole lot of them were laughing ar Mr Twit.
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