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Lesson 4
- LO: To use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech

The Twits by Roald Dahl http://www.stonehome.net.au/4red/TwitsHTML/index.htm .

Read chapters 26 and 27: The Ravens Swoop Over and The Twits are turned upside down ﬂ S
Look carefully at how the author has punctuated direct speech in the book.

Today we will re-cap rules for punctuating direct speech in story writing.

If I've got the

Rules that need to be included: = o
Write the actual words spoken 7y *g:\ esalles e Tuitr
Separate direct speech with a comma . \ i
Enclose the spoken words with inverted commas (speech marks) PR
Start direct speech with a capital letter MM
Include end punctuation before closing speech mark
Start a new line for a new speaker

Create an instructional poster on how to punctuate direct speech that gives clear rules for children to follow.

Give examples of words the Twits say on your poster.

1 Rules for speech poster!

Quckation marks Hellc!™ he cried.
Add commas to separate what is
being said with who s saying it

Example

T

Bagin what is spoken with o capital “Emma whispered, “amazing Use inverted commes anly when
letter: work”. quating exactly what someone
“Ha's the murderer!” he “Thank you." replied lohn. b seiie, Reported spasch does
announced. not need inverted commas:
Unless the speech is a continuation
of @ sentence: Use synomyms for said e.g Rob told us where we needed to
“We are going to the party.” Matt Criad geat off the bus.
confirmed, "but not until later." Reported
Murmbled
nnnnnnn od

New speaker. new line:
Plesce any punctuation thet “I'm not surs | want to o in the
balongs to the direct spesch y.

inside the inverted commas:

“Hellol" he cried.
“Are you therel” Mal questioned. ! ‘ “ 3
V4 i

replied

Success Criteria:

Look at examples of direct speech in the book.
Think about the rules for punctuating correctly.
Think of how to explain the rules.

Choose effective visual layout.

Give examples of what book characters say.
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Steppingstone activity I \ 4
Lesson 4
LO: To write what characters say.

The Twits by Roald Dahl http://www.stonehome.net.au/4red/TwitsHTML/index.htm .

Make sure you have shared chapters 26 and 27: The Ravens Swoop Over and The Twits
are turned upside down

Task:

Write what the characters say in speech bubbles.

Success Criteria:

1. Say the words you think the characters would say.

2. Write what each character says in its speech bubble.
3. Check the full-stops and capital letters.

4. You can draw pictures.

Extra Challenge:

Put speech marks at the beginning and end of what the characters say.
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ey had oaly just finished the job when the Rody-Poly Band came swoopeng m, screameng. “They're
coming back’ They're comeng hack ™

Quackly, the burds few back on 10 the rool of the house. The monkeys rushod mto therr cage and stood
wpsade down one on 1op of the other. A moment later, Mr and Mrs Twit came marchang mio the garden,
each carrying a fearsome-lookang gun

Tm ghad o see those monkeys are sull upside down,' sasd Mr Twil

"They're oo stuped %o do amything clse,” sad Mrs Twat. "Hey, look at all those cheeky birds still up there
on the roof! Lets go mside and load our lovely new guns and then it'll behang bang bang and Bird P
for supper”

Just as Mr and Mrs Twit were about to enter the bouse, two black ravens swooped low over therr
beads. Each berd camied a paunt-brush in sts claw and cach paunt-brush was smeared with staicky gloe. As
the ravers whizzed over, they brushed a streak of stacky glue on to the tops of Mr and Mrs Twil's heads.
They dad it wath the hghtest touach but even so the Twats both fok 2

"What wasthar ™ cned Mirs Twit. Some beastly bird has dropped hes dirty droppangs on my head™
'On mine too!" shouted Mr Twat. T felt at! 1 felt nt"

Ton’t woech it" cned Mrs Twit. “Youll get ot all over your hands! Come insade and we'll wash it off at the
smk!'

The filthy duty brutes” yelled Mr Twit. TH bet they did it on parpose’ Just wast tll Pve loaded up my
M"

Mirs Twat got the key from under the doomnat (where Muggle-Wumg had carcfullly replaced it) and wmio
the howsse they went
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discover and succeed together

The Twits Are Tumed Upside Down

‘What's this™ gaspod Mr Twit as they entered the iving-room.
"What's happened” screamed Mes Twit
They stood in the maddic of the room, looking ap. All the famnature, the bag table, the chairs, the sofa, the

laempes, the Eatle side thles, the cabinet with bostles of beer i 2, the ormaments, the eloctne fre, the
carpet, everything was stuck upside down to the ceding The pectures were upside down oo the walls.

And the flooe they were standhng on was absolutely base. What's more, it had beon pauntod white 10 look
hke the coding.

‘Look ! screamed Mres Twit “That's the floor! The floor's up there ' Thix i the cetling 'We are
standing ow the cetling

"We'reupsade down " gasped Mr Twit. "Wemusr be upsade down. We are standing on the ceiling
hookang down a8 the flooe”

Ok help” screamed Mrs Twit. "Help help help! 'm beginning to feel giddy"
So am 1! So am 11" cried Mr Twit. ' doeit like this one litle bat!

"We're wpside down and all the blood's goung to my head” screamed Mrs Twit. I we don't do
soemething quckly, | shall dic, | know | will”

Tve got 1! cred Mr Twat 1 know what we'll do! WetV siamd on owr heads. then anyway we'll be she
right way up *

So they ss00d on therr heads, and of course, the moment the tops of therr heads touched the flooe, e
sticky ghue that the ravens had brushod on a few moments before dad ats job. They were stuck. They
were pinned down, cemented, glued, fixed 10 the floorboards

Theough a crack in the door the monkeys walchod. They'd jumpod nght out of their cape the moment
the Twits had gone msade. And the Roly-Poly Bird watched. And all the other burgds flew in and ost to

catch a ghmpse of this extraordsary sight
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