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KS2 Topic: Windrush Day. Summer 2, week 4.  

L.O. To develop knowledge and understanding of a significant time in British history. 

BIG QUESTION: What is the Windrush migration and how has it influenced British life today? 

 

In 1948, Britain was just starting to recover from World War II. 

Thousands of buildings had been bombed, loads of houses were 

destroyed and it all needed to be rebuilt. 

In the Caribbean, lots of young men and women had served in the 

British armed forces because at the time, many Caribbean countries 

were still under British rule and not yet independent. After the war, 

some of these people answered an advert to come to Britain where 

there were lots of different jobs opportunities to help support Britain’s 

recovery. When people move from one place to another place to 

live, this is called migration. 

Other people just wanted to see Britain, which they had heard so much about. They got on a ship - the 

Empire Windrush - which left the Caribbean to travel thousands of miles across the Atlantic.  

It was 22nd June 1948 when the Empire Windrush arrived at Tilbury Docks in Essex, 71 years ago. This was the 

first time so many Caribbean people had come to live in Britain Many more arrived in the following years - 

approximately 500,000 between the 50s-60s. Here’s an informative video sharing more info on the Windrush 

migration: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/43793769 

This video shows the poet John Agard reading his brilliant poem Windrush Child https://vimeo.com/34658318  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/43793769
https://vimeo.com/34658318
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Britain in 1948 
 

Just after World War II ended in 1945, the first groups of post-war immigrants from the Caribbean began to 

settle in Britain.  

From the 1950s into the 1960s, there was a mass migration of workers from many English-speaking countries in 

the Caribbean, particularly Jamaica, who settled in Britain.  

These immigrants were invited to fill labour requirements in London's hospitals, railways and other areas of 

work. They are widely viewed as having been a major contributing factor to the rebuilding of the post-war 

London economy. 

The passengers had a wide variety of skills to offer. There were nurses, cleaners, mechanics, carpenters, 

former RAF airmen, and lots of other jobs that were needed in Britain. 

Many of these passengers settled in the area of Brixton, in London, which led to the development of large 

Caribbean communities who have contributed to life in Britain ever since. 

                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Canonbury Home Learning 
 

What Was it Like to be a Windrush Passenger? 
 

Passengers on the Windrush were told that they would all be welcome in Britain, the ‘mother country’.  

Was this their experience after arriving? 
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KS2 Topic: Windrush Day. Summer 2, week 4.  

Task 1:  

Look at the sources below. Can you infer from each source how the Windrush generation 

supported Britain in recovering from Word War 2? 

 

What jobs did they have? 
What skills did they bring with them? 

How did they help the moral in Britain at the time? 
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BIG QUESTION: What is the Windrush migration and how has it influenced British life today? 

Britain in 2020 
 

In the 21st century, Britain is a multi-racial society. The huge contributions made by the various immigrant communities to 

Britain's economic and social development since the Second World War are beginning to be more widely recognised, but 

there is still a lot of work to be done. 

 

Windrush Day is an annual celebration that commemorates the arrival of the Empire Windrush its passengers and descendants 

who made a huge contribution to the UK’s cultural, social and economic life over the decades. Here are some examples of 

how the Windrush Migration and black British people have made impacted British life today: Music, Politics, Football, Formula 1, 

Boxing, Athletes, Authors, Notting Hill Carnival, NHS, Caribbean cuisine, poetry, fashion, philanthropy, film and the list continues. 
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BIG QUESTION: What is the Windrush migration and how has it influenced British life today? 

Task 2: Read through the information and sources above.  

Create a poster celebrating the many wonderful contributions to British 

life due the Windrush migration.       

You might like to include information about: 

- Notting Hill Carnival, food, music, sport, The NHS (National Health 

Service)   

- Include the title which is the Big question: BIG QUESTION: What is the 

Windrush migration and how has it influenced British life today? 

- Remember this is a celebration, make your poster colourful and 

positive 

OR Create a poem that cellebrates the contributions the Windrush Generation gave to Britain 

- This could be a shape poem, a narrative poem, an accrostic poem etc (Remember a poem does not 

have to rhyme, so if it is easier not to then don’t!) 

OR Produce a colourful and vibrant piece of artwork that celebrates the huge contributions made by the 

various immigrant communities to Britain's economic and social development since the Second World War. 

 

Task 3  (optional): Re-read the extracts from the Windrush passengers above. Use the information to write a 

postcard to a family member, in role as someone who has just arrived in London after making the journey 

from the Caribbean on The Empire Windrush. 


