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THEME parks, museums and cinemas are working out how to
reopen safely, as lockdown eases in England.
Once zoos started opening again, other days-out attractions began to
prepare to open their doors, too. It’s estimated they have been losing more
than £1 billion a week in ticket sales and other money spent at the venues.
Chessington World of Adventures in Surrey told First News it was planning to
reopen its theme park on 4 July, following a green light from the Government
to do so. But, along with other days out, things will be a bit diﬀerent for
visitors. “Guests can expect to have their temperature checked on arrival,
hand sanitiser being readily available, social distancing markers, plus
empty rows and seats left on rollercoasters,” they told us.
Blackpool’s Pleasure Beach has decided that, on rides
where people scream, visitors will be more comfortable
if they are made to mask up.
Diﬀerent places will have their own rules to
make things safe for visitors, but the sorts of things
you can expect to see on a day out include:

UK NEWS

Smaller numbers – There will be fewer
people allowed in so that there can be social
distancing
Book before you go – Most places won’t
let you just wander in if you haven’t booked
in advance – even where there is no entry fee
One-way – Many museums will
direct where and how you walk around,
following arrows
Set times – Tickets will be for set arrival
times and some places won’t allow you to
linger for long, so other people can come in

Screens – Staﬀ will often be
protected behind screens
Toilets – Many loos will be one in,
one out
Food – Bringing your own lunch
could become more common with
fewer cafés and kiosks opening
Longer opening hours – With fewer
people being able to go in at a time,
many places are looking at opening for
longer so that they can welcome more
of the visitors who want to come

POLL OF THE

WEEK

Are you excited or worried
to go for days out again?
Go to ﬁrst.news/polls
to vote

Visitors ride a rollercoaster at
Universal Studios theme park in Orlando,
Florida, on the ﬁrst day it reopened after
lockdown there was eased

First News readership is 2,235,888. Source: Opinion Matters 2016. First News is the widest-read of all children’s publications audited in the UK. First News supports children’s charities – see page 11

SCOTLAND

Getty

A huge, ancient structure has been
discovered near Stonehenge. The
massive circle of deep pits is 4,500
years old and surrounds another
ancient settlement called Durrington
Walls. Each pit was once ten metres
wide and five metres deep. The
whole circle is more than a mile
wide. It’s not known why the pits
were created, but they are thought
to mark a boundary around an
important site – either welcoming
people, or warning people. One
expert said the discovery was “a
whole new chapter in the story of
Stonehenge.”

Great animal protection news from Scotland this week.
Hares are now a protected species in the country and
Scottish salmon farmers are to be banned from shooting
seals – which they say they do to protect their fisheries
(fish farm cages in the sea used to keep salmon).

TELFORD
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HUGE CIRCLE OF PITS

HARES AND SEALS PROTECTED

ELTON LOVES SCHOOL’S SONG
TelfordPriory
Music/YouTube

SOMERSET

When children at Telford Priory School recorded a version
of an Elton John song, they never imagined they would
get a message from the pop star saying how much he
loved it! The students recorded I’m Still Standing during
lockdown, using Zoom. After watching it online, Sir Elton sent teacher Ben
Millington an email, saying how impressed he was by their performance.

UK

WATCH OUT BEES!

Beekeepers in the UK are being urged to look out for the Asian
hornet (a big type of wasp) that eats bees. The insect has slowly
been spreading across Europe for the last 20 years. Experts fear
that it could soon arrive in the UK and threaten bee colonies.

ACROSS
1) Groups or nests of bees that live together and raise
their young (plural noun 8)
6) A show or display (noun 11)
7) Kept safe from harm or injury (adjective 9)
8) A border; a line that marks the limits or edges of
something (noun 8)
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DOWN
2) An area in which a community of people live (noun 10)
3) Belonging to the very distant past; no longer
exists (adjective 7)
4) People who look after bees, either as a hobby or to sell honey or
help growers pollinate their fruit and vegetables (plural noun 10)
5) A small animal that has six legs and normally one or two pairs
of wings (noun 6)
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